
Our Aims and Objectives…. 
We have some very exciting plans for 2020 with a range of events and 
activities planned.  As a committee we have been working closely with the 
school to develop our aims and objectives. It is very important to have a 
clear direction for the committee and so the Mission Statement has been 
agreed as: 

Friends of Sherfield (FOS) is a registered charity which organises events and 
activities for the benefit of the school, parents and local community. FOS 

supports the enrichment and educational advancement of the children, provides 
support to parents and strengthens relations with local community 

organisations.The Charity organises a number of social events in the community 
as a means of fund-raising for the school. 

Whilst there are often any number of things we could 
raise money for we have agreed to support what we 
believe to be a very exciting project that Nick Brain has 
shared with us; the development of a comprehensive 
Outdoor Learning Programme. 

Here are some of the benefits of Outdoor Learning. 

•Nature may boost learning via direct effects on 
learners 

•Student motivation, enjoyment, and engagement are better in natural settings 
•Time outdoors is tied to higher levels of physical activity and fitness 
•Nature has rejuvenating effects on attention 
•Contact with nature boosts self-discipline 
•Nature may boost learning by providing a more supportive context for learning 
•Vegetated settings tend to provide calmer, quieter, safer contexts for learning 
•Natural settings seem to foster warmer, more cooperative relation 
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There are of course many ways to deliver an Outdoor Learning programme, 
for example, taking a class outside onto the lawn for a lesson or visiting an 
offsite outdoor setting. 

Sherfield School is very fortunate to be set in some 
nearly 80 acres which includes beautiful ancient 
woodlands as well as its own lake. So we have an 
amazing canvas upon which a comprehensive 
Outdoor Learning programme can be developed.  

Nick shared with us his ideas, such as, developing the 
existing circular tree stumped, woodland area. With some further ground 
work and the use of some parachutes or sails in the tree canopy these sites 
could be transformed. These are potentially 
relatively low cost and as you can see from 
these examples would provide a wonderful 
learning space. 

One of the more 
significant ideas would be 
the provision of a fixed 
structure offering more 

protection from the elements such as an outdoor classroom. There is a 
clearing in the woodland to the SW of the tennis course that is a potential 
location. The lake presents some fantastic opportunities to develop the 
programme even further. 

We would like to invite you to an overview meeting on 9th March at 
8:30am in the Library so that we can discuss share and evolve project ideas. 
We also aim to take a walk around the various locations within the School 
grounds that we are considering utilising for the programme. Please do 
come and join us. 
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Second Hand Uniform Shop…. 

From next term, FOS are looking for parents to help in the second hand uniform 
shop serving customers, labelling up donations and sorting our stock of uniforms. 
If you can spare some time either on a regular or ad hoc basis please email Emma 
Long at uniform@sherfieldschool.co.uk. We’d love to hear from you and welcome 
any support you can give. 

Turning to 2020, as I mentioned, we are working on some very 
exciting and new plans for the year as well as developing our aims and 
mission statement going forward. FOS Meeting dates: 

We would love to see more parents at our committee meetings and encourage and 

appreciate your ideas and input. You are always very welcome. The forthcoming 

dates in addition the Outdoor Learning meeting on the 9th March are:

• 24 March 2020 – 18:30 
• 5 May 2020 – 08:45 
• 9 June 2020 – 18:30 

Events this year…. 
We have been working hard on planning the events for this year and whilst there 

may well be more, here are the current confirmed events:  

• May Fair – Saturday 16 May 2020 
• Sports Day – Friday 19 June 2020 
• Summer Ball – Saturday 27 June 2020 
• Leavers Prom – Tuesday 30 June 2020 
• New and Existing Parents Dog Walk – Sunday 6 September 2020 
• Race Night – Saturday 26 September 2020 
• Bonfire Night – Friday 6 November 2020 
• Christmas Market – Saturday 28 November 2020 

The Committee see Friends of Sherfield as an integral part of the School 
Community, and as such we are all really excited about the coming year. We 
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are very much looking forward to developing further the all important links 
between Parents, the School, and the local Community. 

Finally, I would like to thank the FOS committee members, parents and 
staff who give up their valuable time to help support what we do.  As 
parents you are very welcome to join us at our committee meetings. Please 
do come along. 

On behalf of the FOS committee, I would like to thank you for your 
continued support. 

Carl Thomas 
Chair - Friends of Sherfield. 
chair@friendsofsherfield.org 
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